
An Angel on His Shoulder 
Local clay and mixed media artist Steven Sylvester thinks he has an angel on his 

shoulder. He believes that his mom, who passed away six (Steven is this correct?) years ago, is 

guiding him and giving him his luck. Although, “really we make our own luck,” he says. In June 

2006, Sylvester began a series of workshops at ArtServe in Fort Lauderdale. It was a decision 

that would change the form of his career, and his life.  

 
Following this year of in-depth learning about the business of art, there seemed to be an 

explosion of synchronicity. Sylvester was selected to participate in a Creative Capital Workshop 

through the State Division of Cultural Affairs. He was also chosen in January 2008 for an 

apprenticeship with Peter King & Xinia Marin at The Coral Springs Museum of Art—one of the 

finest large scale ceramic art forms in Florida. This apprenticeship then led him to the position as 

a paid assistant with King and Marin, and he will be assisting them in an upcoming workshop at 

the Armory Art Center in West Palm Beach, Fla. in April 2008. He will also be included in Peter 

King’s latest book featuring images of himself and his work. 

 

Simultaneously, he has been creating a series of life-sized, ladies dresses from wire and 

clay. These have become his personal portfolio, from which he will build a Traveling Museum 

Exhibit—a business concept plan that was born in the Business Plan Clinic of the Artist as an 

Entrepreneur Institute workshop and nurtured over the following year of workshops.  With 10 

dresses already created, there is another 18 in the pipeline. A number of them have been sold in 

the range of $1,800 - $2,500; although selling the dresses is not his first priority; showing them, 

is. 

 

Sylvester’s story is a working model of how to follow your passion and do what you 

love. He attributes this propulsion into the heart of his art world to his experience with the series 

of intense workshops offered by ArtServe and Broward Cultural Division. “When it comes to 

artists that have an understanding of business, I find myself a rarity, and that makes me different 

in the market place,” he says. “It isn’t other artists that are buying your work, but business 

people; you must be a credible supplier.” 

 



His first art exhibit was held in November 2006, and the title Mud Wrestling with a 

Creative Ending was brainstormed from one of the workshops that he completed. The Broward 

Cultural Division workshops that Sylvester attended throughout that life-changing year were, 

Artist as an Entrepreneur Institute, June 2007; Speakers Forum Series, September, 2006; The 

Art of Doing Business Workshop Series, November 2005 – June 2007(10 workshops); and 

Winter Institute in Arts Management March 2006 (www.broward.org/arts for more details). 

 

“Artists are the most important ingredient for a creative economy and healthy cultural 

ecosystem” says Mary A. Becht, Cultural Division director. “We support them, we give them 

financial, technical and educational opportunities, and we are very happy when we see them 

shine.” 

 

To obtain a listing of Broward Cultural Division upcoming workshops, visit 

www.broward.org/workshops. For further information on grants and workshops for individual 

artists and organizations, contact James Shermer, 954-357-7502; E-mail: jshermer@broward.org. 

 

South Florida Artist Entrepreneur Meetup 
Resources 

www.entrepreneur.meetup.com/1349 
E-mail: entrepreneur-1349@meetup.com 
 
South Florida Artists Group 
http://art.meetup.com/223/ 
"Good opportunity to share and meet new artists and "creatives" in the region. —Jim Shermer, 
grants administrator, Broward Cultural Division 
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